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Renfe could run eight high-speed services between Madrid and the Levante 
region from Atocha in 2025 and 2026 
 

• Currently, the Chamartín station is the departure point for almost all 
services on the Madrid-Levante corridor. 

• Renfe will only be able to keep four daily services running from Atocha to 
Valencia, and another four to Alicante. 

• The departures from both stations do not harm competition and benefit 
users by giving them a choice of location. 
 

Madrid, 1 April 2025. The Spanish National Markets and Competition 
Commission (CNMC) has approved an amendment to the framework agreement 
between Adif and Renfe to continue operating four daily services between Madrid 
and Valencia and another four between Madrid and Alicante from Atocha station 
during 2025 and 2026. (STP/DTSP/068/24) 
 
The CNMC had already authorised these services to operate out of Atocha 
instead of moving to Chamartín, a change that was planned for 2023 (subject to 
a discount on fees for traffic from Chamartín) and 2024 (press release) under the 
framework capacity reservation agreements. 

Travellers and competition 

Analysis shows how travellers benefit from the continued provision of services at 
Atocha station because they have a choice between Madrid's two major stations. 
Furthermore, rail transport can compete more effectively with road transport, 
which is often used for these journeys. 

Renfe’s provision of a small number of daily services from Atocha will have no 
significant effect on its competitors (mainly Iryo and Ouigo), who operate all their 
trains from Chamartín.  

For destinations in the Levante region, services departing from Atocha still have 
a higher average income than those departing from Chamartín, but the difference 
has been reduced. Chamartín station is the departure point for 95% of travellers 
in Madrid.  

Related content:   

• STP/DTSP/068/24  

• STP/DTSP/025/23: Levante region departure point transfer Service 
timetable 2023-2024 

https://www.cnmc.es/expedientes/stpdtsp06824
https://www.cnmc.es/expedientes/stpdtsp05322
https://www.cnmc.es/expedientes/stpdtsp02523
https://www.cnmc.es/prensa/cabeceras-chamartin-20230117
https://www.cnmc.es/expedientes/stpdtsp06824
https://www.cnmc.es/expedientes/stpdtsp02523
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• Press release (17/01/2023): The CNMC authorises high-speed services 
between Madrid and Levante to continue to operate from Atocha for one 
year. 

• STP/DTSP/053/22: Renfe passenger departure point framework 
agreement amendment 

https://www.cnmc.es/prensa/cabeceras-chamartin-20230117
https://www.cnmc.es/expedientes/stpdtsp05322

